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Dr. Jack Shock, distinguished professor of communication, and Dr. Ginger Blackstone, associate professor of
communication, share their firsthand experiences in media from Sept. 11, 2001, with honors communication
students. Students and faculty visited the 9/11 memorial in Downtown Manhattan on Thursday, Sept. 9.
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“You can’t just say, ‘I object religiously.’
You have to be able to say why. We don’t
have, sort of, a history in the Churches
of Christ saying we don’t do that.”
Klein also said the mandate would
not apply to students.
“ The students are not covered by
that provision,” Klein said. “They are
more likely to be affected by testing and
vaccine requirements for large venues
— football, basketball, etc.”
Klein said states and private companies
may file lawsuits and the government
will face challenges enforcing Biden’s
executive order since OSHA, which
serves as the primary enforcer, has only
800 enforcement officers for the entire
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Flowers are propped up beneath an American flag at the Engine 54, Ladder
4, Battalion 9 firehouse on 8th Ave., in Midtown Manhattan commemorating
the firefighters who died on Sept. 11. This firehouse lost the most firefighters
on 9/11.
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Second year pharmacy student Claudia Sifford administers COVID-19
vaccination shots at the vaccine clinic held in the Liberty Room on Aug. 27.
delivered by law rather than an executive
“Very important,” Kelley said. “Because
order, Klein said.
we know that a lot of folks who have
A Centers for Disease Control and immune systems that don’t respond as
Prevention committee met Sept. 22 to robustly did not develop enough of an
discuss who should be eligible for a immune response; it looks like from the
COVID-19 booster dose of the Pfizer- data with the third booster that they
BioNTech vaccine. A U.S. Food and Drug are. So it’s just taking a little bit more
Administration panel voted Sept. 17 to to get them there.”
approve the Pfizer booster shots to those
65 or older and who are at high risk of
severe illness but declined to approve
the shots for other people in the U.S.
Assistant professor of nursing Karen
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Physical Resources hangs signage ahead of Lectureship in 2019. Last year the University hosted Lectureship virtually.

Photo by Ryann Heimm

In-person Lectureship returns to campus
ERIC JOHNSON
opinions editor

Next week, from Sept. 26-29, Harding
will host the 98th annual Bible Lectureship
program. Entitled “Invincible! Courageous
Faith in Troubled Times,” this year will
be the first time Harding has hosted
visitors on campus for the event since
2019, as last year’s was presented only
through livestream due to the COVID-19
pandemic restrictions.
This year’s program focuses on a study
of the book of Daniel, which was meant
to be the theme of last year’s Lectureship
before it was modified and shortened.
“Lectureship has always been a fire of

inspiration and wonder for our community,”
senior Bryan Rendon wrote “This year, I
am most excited to see our community
be reignited with passion and courage as
we journey through the book of Daniel.”
Dr. Jesse Robertson, assistant dean for
church connections and member of the
Lectureship team, indicated that much of
this year’s program was originally planned
for 2020. While some new speakers
have been added on and some speakers
have dropped out, the majority of the
presentations this year were intended
to be given last fall. One of the new
elements includes an interactive panel
on “the post-pandemic church.”

In addition, there will be a few new
features that will be a part of this Lectureship
that were added to accommodate the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Whereas
Lectureship has included livestreaming in
past programs, this year that service has
been expanded so that all presentations
held in the Benson Auditorium will be
livestreamed. Additionally, there will be
a section in the Benson for guests who
wish to wear masks and practice social
distancing.
Andrew Braxter, Lectureship codirector along with Dr. Devin Swindle,
said the Lectureship program includes
more than just lectures. There will be

recognitions and Christian service awards
presented, as well as displays and vendors
that will be open in the McInteer Bible
and World Missions Center rotunda and
lobbies of the Benson Auditorium and
student center from Sunday at 5 p.m.
until Wednesday at 4 p.m.

It is pretty astonishing to
have three-and-a-half days of
this kind of intersection
. . . all on our campus.
– Dr. Jesse Robertson
assistant dean for
church connections

Instructure of Bible and ministry
Jason Darden is one of this year’s keynote
speakers, presenting “The Handwriting
is on the Wall: God Is Not Mocked
(Daniel 5),” on Tuesday night. While
Darden has spoken at the Pepperdine
University Lectureship for the past 12
years and taught a class at Harding’s
2019 Lectureship, this will be Darden’s
first keynote address.
“It’s special because it’s my alma mater,”
Darden said. “I’m just thankful that I get
to represent Harding in this way.”
Darden expressed how this year’s
Lectureship is both exciting, as it is a
return to “business as usual,” but also
difficult, as the pandemic conditions will
likely draw a smaller crowd.
Robertson expressed similar expectations,
saying that the leadership team is expecting
fewer guests to be on campus this year as
compared to pre-pandemic years. Before
the pandemic, Lectureship brought in
around 1,000-2,000 visitors, according
to Robertson. But exact numbers can be
difficult to ascertain, as not all visitors
register for the event.
Nonetheless, Darden is interested to
use Lectureship as an opportunity to
learn about how the church at large is
doing amid the pandemic.
“I think it’s a good temperature gauge
for how we’re doing,” Darden said.
Both Robertson and Darden
highlighted the unique opportunity
that Lectureship poses for students to
connect with Christians of different ages.
As many of the Lectureship events are
mainly attended by non-student visitors,
Robertson wants to encourage students
to get involved regardless.
“It is pretty astonishing to have threeand-a-half days of this kind of intersection
— of nonprofits and churches and
missionaries and ministers and scholars
and volunteers — all on our campus,”
Robertson said. “It’s all right here on
our doorstep, and I hope students will
take advantage of that.”
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A piece of the mosaic

Hannah Hackworth

SA Vice President

L

ast semester there was a TikTok trend
circulating where people would list
things they do that they adopted from someone
else and implemented into their own lives. The
entire trend was recognizing that people leave
imprints on one another’s lives. For example,
I listen to hip-hop/rap because one of my
best friends always played it in their car for
me. That’s a piece of my mosaic. As Harding
students, we have the unique opportunity to
become a tiny piece of multiple mosaics without
even knowing it. I could make an extensive list
of all the ways I’ve been permanently changed
because of people on this campus who probably
don’t realize they impacted my life.
Unlike most universities, we are a community.
Our entire student body comes together every
day at the same time in the same place. When
you think about it, that’s really cool. We have
shared experiences every single day. We have
the opportunity to become close with so many
people through chapel, classes, academic clubs,
social clubs, Bible studies or even in your dorm
when you see each other every night at curfew.

Opinions Editor

Because of this, we encounter countless people
with different backgrounds who have pieces of
themselves to share with each other.
If you’re a freshman, I want you to look
forward to all the ways you will be touched
during your time here at Harding. You are going
to be loved by so many people you haven’t even
met yet. Your opinions, habits, friendships or
favorite things might change, and that change
can be exciting.This transition period you’re still
experiencing can be scary with the unknown,
but be encouraged by the thought of all the
souls you will meet and the stories you will
know when you graduate.
If you’re older than a freshman, allow me
to encourage you to take a few seconds and
think about the ways Harding people have
positively impacted you. Maybe you do laundry
on Sundays because that’s when your friend
always does it. Or maybe you order a raspberry
lemonade from Sonic because it was suggested
to you freshman year. It could be as big or little
as you can think. Reach out to those people
who have changed your life in those ways.

Write them a letter telling them the way they
continue to touch your life even if you’re not
in contact anymore. Being reminded of the
role you play in someone else’s life is uplifting
in so many ways.
Moving forward, be aware of the way you
interact with people. Share your stories, try new
things, reach out to others and speak truth. You
have the power to change someone’s day for
the better. Likewise, as a whole, we have the
power to change Harding forever. Think about
the students who came before us and spoke up
for luxuries we now have, such as “Late-Night
Caf,” fall break or even wearing shorts to class.
The conversations these students had are still
positively impacting the student body today.
Each one of us is a part of the larger Harding
mosaic, and every conversation we have has the
potential to be monumental. So let’s be kind,
warm-hearted, welcoming, accepting, generous
and the sweetest part of the mosaic we can be.
HANNAH HACKWORTH is a guest
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at hhackworth2@harding.edu.

The 3,600

Sarah Hickerson
Guest Writer

T

he Texas Heartbeat Law has stirred
up a lot of controversy over the past
few weeks. Many have claimed that banning
abortion is not the solution. But I challenge you
to ask yourself - why not? What is so wrong
with having fewer abortions? According to
Live Action, The Heartbeat Law is estimated
to save 150 babies per day in Texas. So far, that’s
3,600 children that are alive today and would
otherwise be gone. If your response is anything
but praising God, I ask you to question your
motives behind why you support abortion.
This isn’t meant to attack you, but to challenge
your heart.
The Bible never explicitly uses the phrase,
“Abortion is wrong.” But if it did, would you
change your stance on the issue? If Jesus came
down to earth and questioned whether you
should be fighting with people about this law
designed to protect his creation, would you
accept his word or argue with him? The reality
is, he does say abortion is wrong, by issuing
the fifth commandment - “Thou shalt not
kill.” The question remains: do you support
abortion because you believe it is morally right,
or because society tells you it is?

Malachi Brown
Guest Writer

I

’ve learned that one of my biggest pet
peeves is when people say that the U.S.
was founded on “Christian principles.” Which
Christian principles was our country founded
on? Which values of our country are inherently
Christian? Not democracy; that was from pagan
Greece. Not individualism, because I myself
am not the bride of Christ, but the church
community is. Not freedom, because modern
western ideologies of freedom are drastically
different from how Paul and his contemporaries
talk about it. Where is the overlap?
The marriage between church and state is
becoming increasingly jarring as my involvement
in the world around me increases, and I can’t
help but wonder if the church has forgotten
who her groom is. When the restoration
movement began with Barton Stone and
Alexander Campbell, the Churches of Christ
were largely non-interfering in government
and heavily pacifist. Well respected Church of
Christ names like David Lipscomb and J. N.
Armstrong avidly spoke out against violence
in the American Civil War and World War I.
Cordell Christian College was even temporarily
shut down for sedition during World War I.

staffEverett Kirkman

In Psalms 139, God speaks about how he
specifically creates each one of us. It says, “For
you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb… Your eyes
saw my unformed body; all the days ordained
for me were written in your book before one
of them came to be.” God made a place for us
before we were ever created. Who are we to
question that? As Christians, we are called to
follow him.
Sure, abortion is not the only problem
within our government, but rather than fund
abortions, why not fund adoptions? Why not
revamp the broken foster care system? Rather
than spend time telling a prospective mother
that her child’s life is worthless, why don’t
we empower her with other options? As a
church, we should be devoted to building up
our brothers and sisters that are struggling, all
while protecting our brothers and sisters that
cannot protect themselves. When the world
says that your life is not valuable, that you are
just a clump of cells, we should stand in firm
opposition.
Abortion is traumatic. Some have claimed
the Texas law is causing more harm than good.

What could be more harmful than murdering
an innocent child? I sympathize with the
mothers. Trust me, I do. No woman should
have to go through these situations alone.
But we should be fighting to protect both the
mother and the baby, instead of just ultimately
causing more trauma for the mother. We need to
remember that while a woman’s heartbeat does
not stop in an abortion, the child’s heartbeat
does. Life is always worth speaking up for.
Research shows that abortion places mothers
at risk for things like: death, infertility, future
miscarriages, breast cancer, perforation of the
uterus and more. Whether it’s a fully grown
woman who is pregnant or a six-week-old baby
whose heartbeat has just been detected for
the first time, life matters. As many as 3,600
children get the chance to make a difference
in this world today because of the Heartbeat
Law. If you’re upset about that, I challenge you
to ask yourself why.
SARAH HICKERSON is a guest
writer for The Bison. She may be
contacted at shickerson@harding.edu.

Devoted to one and
despise the other
This follows our spiritual ancestors in the early
church, seeing as there are few people quite as
critical of the Roman Empire as the author of
Revelation, or so I have learned from people
smarter than me.
I think a theme scattered across the New
Testament (most prominently in Matthew,
Philippians and Revelation) is that the ideals
of a material nation are incompatible with the
ideas of the kingdom of God. Part of the role
of a nation is to make sure that its citizens
are prosperous; Jesus says that those who are
poor in spirit are blessed. Nations want their
citizens to be happy, but Jesus says “blessed are
those who mourn.” In fact, if you were to run
a nation based on any of the beatitudes, most
people would say you don’t know how to run
a nation. After all, what nation turns the other
cheek when they are attacked? The idea of a
“Christian Nation” is an oxymoron.
And as time goes on, I find myself rolling
my eyes more at people who treat reading Marx
as a mortal sin as if our own economic system
isn’t built on the consistency of greed and the
worship of Mammon, or as if “making peace”
in the lens of our country doesn’t result in the

deaths of thousands of civilians and humans
who fight for their way of life. What if there is a
better way to view money other than “collective”
or “individual.” What if there is a better way to
make peace than through war? What if being a
good citizen of the kingdom of heaven means
having to be a bad citizen of your own country?
How can I “pledge allegiance to the flag of
the United States of America” if I’ve already
been baptized into the service of our creator?
Maybe through the cross, there is a way to
live life that isn’t at the expense of underpaid
workers or uncompensated communities. I
strongly believe that one of the ideas of heaven
is that no person or thing will have to exist at
the expense of another; maybe to get to that
point, we have to admit that the way we do
things now, the systems we have in place are
designed to benefit the people who made them
by exploiting others. Maybe that includes the
country we hold so dearly. Radical patriotism
is incompatible with radical Christianity, for
no one can serve two masters.
MALACHI BROWN is a guest
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at mbrown33@harding.edu.
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Identity
politics
takeover

he rise of identity politics is a well
recognized phenomenon in this country.
While the business of politics is always a messy
one, almost no one today looks at the state of our
politics and concludes that it is representative
of a healthy democracy. The 2020 election cycle
was clear evidence of our dysfunction. One root
cause that has been identified is ourincreased
devotion to identity politics.
One definition of identity politics is that
of the type of in-group solidarity of oppressed
individuals who unite together under a particular
set of political goals. That is not the definition
I am using in this article. Identity politics can
also refer to a more general sense of social
polarization that manifests itself in political
behaviors. The idea behind this definition of
identity politics is similar, in that one’s political
allegiance is wrapped up in one’s membership
within a particular social group. But it also
focuses on how one’s political orientation can
become one’s identity; one’s identity is defined
by their political orientation.
This brand of politics is highly combative,
confrontational and rarely produces practical
solutions. The several federal government
shutdowns that have taken place over the past
decade are emblematic of this mindset: better
for us all to suffer than for my opponent to
win. Not only can identity politics lead to a
zero-sum approach to policy decisions, it can
lead one to act against one’s own self interest.
Perhaps the most relevant example of this for
our current times would be our country’s highly
partisan response to the coronavirus pandemic.
While our political history has always been
filled with bitterness and hostility, there have
been those once-in-a-generation moments
where an external threat poses a serious enough
threat to our normal customs that our society
has risen above ideological differences to
unite in solidarity against this outside threat.
Typically, these are moments of war and tragedy.
The national response to the Sept. 11 attacks
in 2001 is probably the most recent example
of this rally-around-the-flag phenomenon.
Ideally, the coronavirus pandemic could have
been such a moment for my generation: It is
an external threat that threatens national health
and the normal functioning of our society and
will continue to wreak havoc until a substantial
enough segment of the population answers
the call to duty and does what is necessary to
defeat the threat. It seems to fit the formula.
But by and large, we have failed to respond
adequately. Not only that, but our national
response has been truly revealing as to just
how divided we can be
Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic has
been politicized from the beginning. Instead
of uniting around a shared goal for optimal
public health, we fell into place behind party
lines. States with strict restrictions were “blue
states” and states with few restrictions were
“red states.” I would have liked to think that
something as apolitical as a virus would have
elicited a relatively apolitical response. But today,
state vaccination rates and mask mandates are
split down party lines to shocking extents.
There’s no easy answer to this type of social
dysfunction. When protecting one’s own
health and the health of loved ones becomes
a partisan issue, it becomes clear that our
political animosities run deep. All I can end
this piece with is a plea for readers to strive to
see the best in those with whom they disagree
the most with. Instead of adopting a zero-sum
approach to politics, we can learn take after
Stephen Covey and think win-win.
ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.
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Work in
progress
Everett Kirkman

Editor-in-Chief

Agree
to disagree

M

en are more valuable than women.
According to reports from this
summer by the Pew Research Center and
Forbes, many women in the United States
make 82 cents compared to every dollar a
man makes in a comparable role. While the
wage gap has gotten smaller in recent years,
the gap remains. The 19th Amendment was
only ratified 101 years ago — women in
the United States have not had any say in
who makes decisions on their behalf for
over half of the lifetime of this country.
I may have already lost some readers.
Those that are still reading have probably
already decided whether they agree with
me or not — regardless of the legitimacy
of statistics or sources that I reference.
Of course, statistics can be framed any
number of ways by any number of groups
to confirm a bias they are already trying to
prove. It is easier to confirm preconceived
notions, rather than challenge opinions that
may form the infrastructure of an entire
system of beliefs.
Countless topics have become politicized
in recent months: from COVID-19, to
vaccines, to climate change, to immigration,
to football, to the entertainment industry
and to education reform. Even the word
politiciz ed has been weaponiz ed to
simultaneously combat and perpetuate
perceived politicization. (I, of course, have
always only used facts; they, however, skew
and politicize facts and are the main cause
of all division and disparity seen on God’s
green earth.)

A true community is filled
with people who love and
respect each other despite
their differences
– Everett Kirkman,
editor-in-chief

It is so easy to fall into the habit of using
that sort of rhetoric. I know I have been
guilty of it. One thing I have especially
grappled with this past year is being kind
and extending grace to unkind people
that I completely disagree with. I need to
work on that.
I am passionate about several issues that
other people may not care about –– maybe
the tangent that I started this column with
is one of them. But, just as I hope my point
of view is met with love and respect, people
whose beliefs differ from my own deserve
my love and respect. Differences of opinion
do not necessarily equate to differences of
intelligence, knowledge or passion regarding
a subject. I do not have to be someone’s
best friend to actively work on showing
Christ’s love to them by listening with an
open mind, showing kindness even when
it is difficult and being polite even when
they give me no reason to be.
I have found that I am able to learn
more about myself, what I believe, and why
I believe it when I experience pushback.
Placing myself in an echo chamber of
other people who only believe the same
things I do creates a false narrative of
the real world. A group of people who all
look, think and act the same way is not a
genuine community. A true community
is filled with people who love and respect
each other despite their differences.
Aristotle said that virtue is formed by
habits. So to become virtuous, I have to
make a habit of it. I have to mindfully
practice goodness every day, especially
when it is difficult. To show true fruits of
the spirit to my neighbors, I need to show
love through the small things — even if I
make 18 cents less while doing it.

EVERETT KIRKMAN is the editorin-chief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at ekirkman@harding.
edu.

Holt Mitchell

H

Guest Writer

ello Harding, welcome to my first
official review of the album “Donda”
by Kanye West. Before we dive into this album,
I want to give a warning that I am a big Kanye
West enthusiast, so this will be a biased review.
Biased reviews are unique because music is
abstract, meaning there isn’t a universal way
to judge music due to different opinions, all
of which matter.
“Donda” is a gospel/hip-hop album created
by one of the most polarizing names in music
history: Kanye West.This album had one of the
craziest rollouts I have ever witnessed, even as
a seasoned Kanye fan. After months of hype,
several listening parties and multiple failed
release dates, “Donda” finally dropped early
Sunday morning on Aug. 29, surprising the
masses. I remember waking up that morning
bombarded with “Donda” omnipresent on all
social media platforms. This was the moment
I had been waiting for.
Kanye’s 10th studio album, “Donda,” did
not disappoint. The album is a perfect mixture
of his prior albums, “The Life of Pablo” and
“Jesus is King.” “Donda” brings the religious
influence and sounds from “Jesus is King”
while combining them with a high level of
production and feature list that can be found in
“The Life of Pablo.” This combination creates
a unique sound that only the genius of Kanye
West can pull off.
No album is perfect, and there are a few
questionable choices Kanye made in the album.
The album is lengthy with 27 songs and a
run time of one hour and 49 minutes. The
listening experience seems like a marathon at
times. Several songs seem stretched, making

F

“Donda” review
them sound boring and redundant. A few
questionable song choices include “Donda
Chant” and “Tell the Vision.” If I was the
mastermind behind the album, those songs
would not have made the cut. All part-two
songs seem like Kanye is drawing out his
listening time with unnecessary extras.

8.7 / 10
After expressing my grievances with this
album, I want to look at the positive elements
“Donda” has to offer. The main positive of
this album is the content. This album offers a
variety of different styles, from hype songs to
emotional ones. The album also offers a unique
vibe and message. On a personal level, I feel
uplifted when I listen to the album. Songs
like “Pure Souls,” “Believe What I Say” and
“Come to Life” all provide an uplifting and
happy message, encouraging me that I am not
alone. God has my back. Songs like “Off the
Grid,” “Praise God,” “Junya” and “Heaven and
Hell” excite me and can hype up any crowd.
My favorite subcategory of “Donda” is the
transcendent songs like “Jail,” “Hurricane,”
“Moon” and “No Child Left Behind.” These
songs give you the illusion that you are floating
when you hear them.

Composing a personal top 10 song list
for this album is an almost impossible task;
however, I will give it my best shot. This list
includes my personal favorites, along with
the songs that I think you should check out.
1. “Moon” — It is literally the perfect name
for this song. The trio of Kanye, Kid Cudi
and Don Toliver in harmony at the end is my
favorite part of the whole album.
2. “Heaven and Hell” — I would follow
Kanye into battle on the beat drop.
3. “Junya” — I love the beat and flow of the
song. Playboy Carti, another popular rapper,
has a feature that is short and sweet.
4. “Hurricane” — It has been teased since
2019, and it does not disappoint.
5. “Praise God” — Travis Scott and Baby
Keem go crazy on this song.
6. “Off the Grid” — Kanye is greater than
Drake on a drill beat.
7.“Pure Souls”— I love the vibe on this song.
8. “Jail” — It’s the return of the throne.
9. “Believe What I Say” — Kanye sings
more than raps on this song, and it’s a big win.
10. “Keep My Spirit Alive” — It provides
chill vibes and good storytelling.
“Donda” has not even been out for a full
month yet, and my opinion on it has consistently
changed. As of now, I can confidently give
“Donda” an 8.7 out of 10.This has been Kanye’s
best album since “Life of Pablo” in 2016 and
will satisfy Kanye fans for the time to come.
Only time will tell where “Donda” will rank,
but I am sure it will not be at the bottom.
H O LT M I T C H E L L i s a g u e s t
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at pmitchell@harding.edu.

Oh, the thinks you can think (Part 2)

or crying out loud, they’ve canceled
Dr. Seuss.
Or so many readers complained during
a pop culture firestorm earlier this year. Dr.
Seuss Enterprises, the company that oversees
the legacy of the famous children’s book
author, announced in March that it would
no longer reprint six of his books because of
the insensitive racial stereotypes they contain.
“Say it ain’t so!” cried many fans. Surely
the beloved author of “The Cat in the Hat”
and “Fox in Socks” was no bigot.
As a lifelong fan of Dr. Seuss — who broke
new ground in getting children interested in
reading with his whimsical characters and
clever rhymes — I wondered if the decision
was just another swing of the wrecking ball
that seems aimed these days at any reminders
of America’s pre-woke past, or whether it was
a timely correction for the publishing empire.
So, why did Dr. Seuss Enterprises drop
certain titles? In his first book, “And to Think
That I Saw it on Mulberry Street”— written in
1937 — Geisel includes a drawing of an Asian
person who is unquestionably stereotypical. “If
I Ran the Zoo” contains an offensive sketch
of native Black men in grass skirts. Inuit
people are caricatured as “Eskimo Fish” in
“McElligot’s Pool.” Beloved writer though he
may be, these and other moments in certain
books show him uncritically using stereotypes
common to his era. He was wrong to do so.
One of the defining qualities of great
literature is that it stands the test of time. It
may be that a few books by Dr. Seuss, for all
their cleverness, do not meet that standard
and do not therefore endure. Thousands of
books, songs, films and other artifacts of culture
have fallen out of favor simply because they
don’t fully speak to each succeeding moment
in the way that, say, “The Lorax” still does.

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

So, perhaps a few Seuss books should just
quietly go out of print.
Fortunately, though, Dr. Seuss has not
been canceled. Most of his work is still being
published, is still available and is still widely
read and admired.Those who wish to seek out
“Mulberry Street” or the other discontinued
books can easily find them, and they have
been alerted to the fact that behind the cheery
rhymes, there are problematic caricatures.
Feminist critics have long complained that
Seuss features few positive female characters
in his books. The writer himself pointed out
that many of his characters are creatures of
fantasy and have no gender, but the point
remains. “Girl power” was not Seuss’s strong
point. Which is why we should be delighted
that he is not the only game in town. So many
other authors excel in providing young women
positive literary role models. Think of it this
way: We eat a variety of foods that contain
a variety of nutrients. So why do we expect
every writer to accomplish every virtuous
literary purpose?
I’ve long had questions about so-called
“cancel culture.” I want to eliminate racism,
sexism and insensitivity as much as anyone,
but if the goal is to create a world in which
no one, ever, anywhere gets offended, think
of the censorship and speech codes that will
be necessary to ensure it. Will such a world
be livable? Plus, if we are judged by some

future culture as harshly as we now view
our ancestors, who will survive the scrutiny?
And, with particular reference to Dr. Seuss,
should an artist be remembered only for his
or her worst moments, when in many other
instances the person enriched the culture and
promoted values that made us better?
Kids adore Dr. Seuss, and think of what
they learn from him.They learn that prejudice
is wrong, as Seuss mocks the Star-bellied
Sneetches who refuse to have anything to do
with their Plain-belly kin. They learn from
the Lorax that tearing down trees willy-nilly
has disastrous consequences. They learn from
the “Butter Battle Book” that we should
listen to — not fight — those who see things
differently. And they learn from Horton the
elephant that “a person’s a person no matter
how small.” No question the man’s work was
flawed — and in more places than just his
books for kids — but if you read Brian Jay
Jones’ biography, you’ll see that the whole arc
of Ted Geisel’s career bends toward goodness.
I know the effect he had on my life. When I
graduated from high school, my grandmother
gave me a copy of the final book published in
his lifetime,“Oh, the Places You’ll Go!”Widely
seen as his valedictory, the volume became a
favorite gift for graduations, weddings and
really any transition in life that points to great
possibilities for the future. Its message is one
of hope, courage and adventure, and it has
pushed me onward ever since.
“Your mountain is waiting . . . so get on
your way!” Thanks, Doc.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a narrative
columnist for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Cross Country team successful at first Steve Guymon Invite
RYAN GALLAGHER
lifestyle editor

Harding hosted the inaugural Steve Guymon
Invitational last Friday night in Searcy. The
invitational honored the previous Harding
cross-country coach Steve Guymon, who
coached for 17 years and recruited some of
the current Harding runners.
The men took first in the invitational,
finishing with 30 points — eight less than
second place Ouachita Baptist, which had
38 points. Freshman Luke Walling, senior
Dylan Douglas and junior Jackson Pruim
took the top three places. This was Walling’s
second time with a first place finish and the
team’s second victory of the season.
“It is exciting being a freshman and coming
here, everyone being so supportive of me,”
Walling said. “I come from a small school
— no one gave cross-country any praise.”
Walling said he felt a lot of emotions
during his first races as a collegiate athlete.
“It’s been nerve racking,” Walling said.
“College races — you never know what to
expect. You know you are fast, but you never
know what caliber you are or how fast you
need to go.”
The women’s team finished the meet
with 41 points, just five more than Ouachita

Baptist’s 36 points. Junior Nieves Megias
won the race, finishing 35 seconds ahead of
the second-place runner. Sophomore Kylie
Phillips and senior Sydney Tabor were both
in the top seven places and Harding’s fourth
and fifth runners were in the top 16. This is
the second time Harding has fallen short to
Ouachita Baptist this season. Megias, who
was recruited by Guymon, spoke about the
race and her accomplishment.
“It felt really good,” Megias said. “I think
being at home helped because I was in my
room and it kind of felt like a practice. I was
not that nervous; I had my friends and all
the team there.”
Head coach Don Hood spoke about his
favorite part about being the coach of crosscountry teams.
“I can tell you what is awesome is walking
out [by the Ganus Activities Complex] in
the morning [to] get ready to run, and they
gather up and they pray, and their hearts are
in the right place,” Hood said. “If that is what
we are doing and that is what we are about,
then when you live your life to please the one
who made you, you can do everything well.”
Harding has started off their season strong,
promising to control their own destiny. The
next race for both teams is the Chile Pepper
Festival on Oct. 2, in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

Photo by JILLIAN JARVIS

Students on Harding’s cross country team race against other schools near
Fuller Lane on Sept. 18. Junior Nieves Megias won the women’s race, and
the men’s team placed first.

Lady Bisons win home opener
ADDI PROVINCE
student writer
Lady Bisons volleyball played their first
home game of the season in the RhodesReaves Field House on Tuesday, Sept. 21,
confirming their first rank in the Great
American Conference (GAC). Defeating the
11th-ranked Ouachita Baptist Lady Tigers
3-0, the Lady Bisons picked up their sixth
win of the season. Previously ranked third
in the GAC, the Lady Bisons moved up to
the top spot with this second conference
win. With Ouachita Baptist’s loss, the Lady
Tigers are now ranked 12th.
After going 5-3 on the road, the Lady
Bisons brought it home with a 25-21 win in
all three sets for the first home game since
their abbreviated season in the spring of 2021.
Head coach Meredith Fear, in her 10th
season of coaching at Harding, said she is
really excited for the season and what is ahead.
“The team is putting in a lot of work, and
we are focused on getting better every day and
taking this program to the next level,” Fear
said. “One of the most exciting things about
this team is how deep we are and how tight
we are in skill level. Truly any combination
of players could be on the floor, and it will
make for a high-level volleyball match.”
The Harding volleyball program added four
freshmen to the team this season, bringing

the total to 16 players on the team.
Junior outside hitter Ally Stoner has been
out with a sprained ankle from a tournament
on Sept. 10-11 in Tyler, Texas. Although in
recovery during the home conference game,
Stoner said she loves watching and celebrating
her teammates.
The Lady Bisons are playing with fewer
restrictions this season. In the spring 2021
season, the team could only compete against
the Arkansas conference teams due to
COVID-19. This season, their competition
has expanded to teams from Oklahoma,
as well as more advanced teams found in
tournaments. Lack of handshakes at the net
and separation off the court remain in place,
but fans are no longer required to wear masks
or social distance in the stands this season.
“The biggest difference would be having
the student section at our home games,”
junior middle back Kelli McKinnon said.
“They make the game so much more fun
and energetic when we’re at home versus
when we’re away.”
Lady Bisons fans dressed in white for a
“white-out,” celebrating the return of home
games and a conference win in the RhodesReaves Field House.
“I really hope fans and students come get
on board with us this year,” Fear said. “It’s
gonna be a fun ride.”

Photo by MADISON MEYER

Senior outside hitter Amber Robin receives a hit during the volleyball game
on Tuesday. The Bison volleyball team dominated with a 3-0 win in the first
home volleyball game of the season against Ouachita Baptist University on
Sept. 21.

Delta Nu tailgates soccer game
ERIN BOOHER
student writer
Women’s social club Delta Nu hosted a
tailgate before the Lady Bisons’ soccer game
on Sept. 11. The event was called “Delta Nu
Presents: A Milk and Cookies Tailgate” for
which women were instructed to bring Oreos
and men to bring milk. All were welcome.
Tailgates are a common event before
Harding University football games each fall
for students and social clubs like Delta Nu,
but the cause for this tailgate was more than
about having a fun activity.
“Delta Nu has been taking time this
semester to reevaluate how we are trying to
make a difference in our community, so we
made a list of all of the things we’re passionate
about and then thought of concrete ways to
address each of those issues,” senior Maddy
Hall, Delta Nu president, said. “One of those
things was gender equality, and someone
suggested that we tailgate women’s sports.”
The event was considered a success by
members of the social club. Because Delta
Nu did not have a set number of people
expected to attend, Hall said she considered
the turnout to be positive and that most
participants enjoyed the event. The participants
were a mix of Delta Nu members and friends
outside of the club.
Sophomore Malachi Brown, a Delta Nu
beau, said the tailgate was a good time for
all who came.

“A decent amount of people who weren’t in
Delta Nu showed up, including men’s social
club Alpha Tau who pitched their own tent
and participated,” Brown said.
While there is not a set schedule in place,
Delta Nu members plan to host more tailgates
for women’s sporting games and other sports,
male or female, that are not often preceded
by a tailgate or similar event.
“I think we may not get around to every
game, but we definitely would like to be more
active in supporting athletes, particularly
female athletes,” Brown said.
Members said the event had an attitude
of excitement, encouragement and support,

which is motivating for them to continue
hosting similar events. For this reason, Hall
said Delta Nu also hopes that the concept
of tailgating women’s sporting events and
lesser-attended sporting events will be
picked up by other clubs and the rest of the
Harding community.
“I had a great time, and everyone there
seemed really excited to be there in support
of women’s sports,” junior Delta Nu member
Victoria Clark said.
Hall said she was encouraged not only by
the outcome of the tailgate, but the possibility
for change represented by it.

“The most beautiful possibility, in my
opinion, would be for people to expect their
tailgate directors to support women’s teams
just like they expect them to support the
football team,” Hall said. “I believe women
deserve what men get all of the time.”
This sentiment was shared by other Delta
Nu members and friends.
“The idea began as a way for us as a
club to bring support and kindness to our
community,” Clark said. “I do hope that this
becomes something that is a part of this
campus, as it is important to lift people up
and celebrate them.”
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Finding the right church community
Local churches offer a variety of spiritual options for students
SAM JACKSON
student writer
Searcy, Arkansas, may be a small town,
but when it comes to picking a church, the
options are almost limitless. Finding the right
church can seem overwhelming for people
who are new to town or those who have
decided to go to church for the first time.
“I remember as a freshman I was nervous
to be on my own for the first time, so finding
a church community to plug into was really
helpful for me,” sophomore Izzy Rogers
said. “I went with some friends to Sanctuary,
and I was immediately welcomed by other
college students.”
Sanctuary is a 10 p.m. Monday worship
service at Fellowship Bible Church, which

is located across the street from the Harding
campus. Downtown Church of Christ also
offers a singing service at 8 p.m. on Sundays.
“I love the singing and expository reading
at Highway [Church of Christ],” senior
Cassidy Waldron said. “It feels good to be
part of the Highway community.”
Various small groups meet throughout
the whole week, as well. For people who
prefer smaller circles, a small group may be
an easier way to connect with people around
them. Churches throughout town host small
groups, and student-led small groups meet
on campus.
“I found that a small group of friends
that I could be more open and personal with
was the best fit for me in terms of finding a
church,” senior Aubin Lacoss said. “We aren’t

very traditional, but we’re worshipping the
same God everyone else is.”
Students who want to get involved but
are unsure where to get started may find
that talking to a professor is a great place
to begin. Faculty members are plugged into
area churches, and many even host their own
weekly small groups.
“I go to a Wednesday night small group
that my professors who took me on my study
abroad trip run,” senior Carson Dycas said.
“It’s been great to stay connected with people
from the trip, as well as meeting new people
who have joined over time.”
The Office of Church Connections, located
in the McInteer Bible and World Missions
Center, can also assist students seeking further
information regarding churches in the area.
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(Left) Silas Carpenter and Lilli Grace Barden perform together at the Thursday night Citizen’s Park concert on Aug. 12. (Right) Audience members watch
the concert.

Two Searcy teens perform at local summer concert series
ABBY LONG
student writer
EVERETT KIRKMAN
editor-in-chief
Citizen’s Park, a previously vacant lot
turned concert venue in Downtown Searcy,
hosted a summer concert series highlighting
local artists from the community.
Lilli Grace Barden, a 17-year-old high
school senior, said she greatly appreciates
the support and unity offered through
experiences like the Citizen’s Park concert
series. Barden has been pursuing music for
the past several years and said the Searcy
community is one that loves to unite around
a cause and offer its support.

“Searcy — I know a lot of people, and
those people are very, very supportive,”
Barden said.
Barden’s mom, Elisa Barden, has watched
her daughter grow up enjoying singing
for others and writing songs. She said a
turning point in her daughter’s hobby was
the creation of her original song “Mirrors.”
Elisa Barden said the lyrics are a personal
story of how Lilli saw herself as a young
teenager.
“When she sang that song — especially
with her friends — it added a depth and a
new meaning to her music,” Elisa Barden
said. “She’s happiest when she’s sharing her
music with people.”
Silas Carpenter performed alongside Barden
in Citizen’s Park on Aug. 12. Carpenter, a

freshman at Searcy High School, said he
started taking his music more seriously this
past year. He said while opportunities and
audiences are limited within Searcy, the
community has been highly supportive of his
music. People have reached out, encouraged
him and allowed him to perform at places
such as Midnight Oil Coffeehouse and
Citizen’s Park.
Senior Jackson DeJarnette has also
performed a few times with Carpenter as
part of the group Jackie Austin and Friends.
DeJarnette said he was impressed by the
improvements Carpenter has made in the
past year, as well as his passion for music of
various genres. DeJarnette watched Carpenter’s
Aug. 28 Midnight Oil performance, where
he played a mix of covers and original songs.

“You can see how confident he has
gotten on stage and how he has become
a great entertainer, as well as a musician,”
DeJarnette said. “He’s got the talent and
the determination to be a great artist, and
if you have those two characteristics, you’re
going to do just fine.”
Both Carpenter and Barden are in the
process of creating more original music
and hope to continue growing as artists.
Citizen’s Park has been a valuable addition
to the Searcy community and has given
local musicians the opportunity to gig live
shows in an area where opportunities for
musicians can be limited.
Barden will also perform at Midnight Oil
Coffeehouse tomorrow, Sept. 25, at 7 p.m.

On Center Avenue, Beyond Boundaries remains closed in preparation for the change to Sulphur Creek Outfitters on Sept. 17.
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Local clothing store to change name and ownership
MADDY HALL
student writer
Beyond Boundaries Outfitters, seated in
Downtown Searcy on East Center Avenue,
will soon transition to a new name under new
ownership.
Beyond Boundaries opened in 2016 and
has focused primarily on the production of
graphic tees, using partnerships and proceeds
to give money to those suffering from and
impacted by cancer.
Senior Layne Turley, who worked at Beyond
Boundaries for three-and-a-half years, said the
owners of the store were ready for a change
and have been looking for someone to buy it.
The new owner is Frank Wimberly, who runs
Sulphur Creek Outfitters, an outdoor apparel
and gear store based in Heber Springs, Arkansas.
“Searcy has been on our radar since the
multi-use trail was built and talk of developing
Riverside Park into a mega green space,
including a mountain bike single track trail,

started,” Wimberly said. “We have studied
that master plan and hope to become involved
in that project.”
Turley said the transition in ownership
will bring a shift in the focus of the store’s
merchandise.
“Sulphur Creek offers guiding services, day
rentals for bikes, kayaks and canoes, and they
offer a variety of clothing and gear options,”
Turley said.
Senior Steve Butterfield spent his summer
working as the marketing intern for Beyond
Boundaries and will continue to work for Sulphur
creek. Butterfield said Sulphur Creek will be
bringing some brands to Searcy that haven’t been
available for purchase for years. While Beyond
Boundaries has provided certain name brands,
such as Kavu, more widespread companies like
Patagonia and Chaco will again be represented
in the store, according to Wimberly.
The new apparel and products will still leave
room for Beyond Boundaries merchandise,
however.

“Plans for the new store include a bike
shop — along with repairs and rentals — kayak
rentals, camping, hiking, hunting and fishing
gear,” Butterfield said. “They will also continue
to offer all your favorite Beyond Boundaries
Life apparel.”
Turley said Beyond Boundaries has made
a great contribution to the Searcy community,
and Searcy locals have reason to hope that a
similar service will come from Sulphur Creek.
The Sulphur Creek store in Heber Springs
opened in 2015 and is run by Heber Springs
locals who want to increase the accessibility and
quality of the natural features that the Greers
Ferry area provides.The work of Sulphur Creek
in Heber Springs has adapted over the past six
years to accommodate the needs and interests
of its community, according to Wimberly.
“Sulphur Creek Outfitters also provides
free visitor information to get them to a local
trail, stream, disc golf course, bike route, single
track, rock climbing area [in Heber Springs]
or whatever their adventurous heart desires,”

Wimberly said. “We hope to do the same in
Searcy as we learn more about what the area
has to offer.”
Sulphur Creek Outfitters will have a soft
opening on Oct. 1, with a grand opening on
Oct. 22, including a ribbon cutting ceremony at
noon with the Searcy Chamber of Commerce.
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A sign hangs on the door of the Beyond
Boundaries store.
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Red Cross awards Harding senior

EMMA JONES
digital content editor

Senior Bible and family ministry major
Shane Ryan was awarded the Lifesaving
Awards Certificate of Merit by the
American Red Cross for his actions as an
off-duty lifeguard during the summer of
2020.
Ryan was awarded the certificate via a
video conference in July 2021 while he was
studying abroad with Harding University
in Greece.
“I’m honored by [receiving the award],
I’m thankful for it, but I feel like I don’t
deserve it,” Ryan said. “It definitely made
for, like, a cool story, but I feel like there
are more deserving people who could have
won the award.”
On July 22, 2020, Ryan was surfing
near his home in San Diego when he was
alerted by bystanders of a man who had

fallen off a nearby cliff into the water.
When Ryan paddled over to help the
man, he noticed that he was in
visible pain and seemed
very disoriented. Ryan
helped bring him to
shore, and, once
there, performed
an assessment,
asked a bystander
to call 911
and stayed until
the Emergency
Medical Services
arrived on the scene
to help.
Ryan told adjunct
professor of kinesiology
Kim Yingling about what he
had done when classes resumed
in fall 2020, as he was working for her
as a lifeguard. Yingling asked Ryan’s

permission to nominate him for the Red
Cross competition and then began the
lengthy process of filling out
paperwork so the story’s
validity could be
confirmed.
“The Certificate
of Merit really
is neat because
when lifeguards
are off site they
don’t have the
duty to act, unlike
when on site,”
Y ingling said.
“I’ll probably never
have the chance to
nominate someone again
because almost everything
happens while you’re on the job. I
feel like he probably thinks it was blown
out of proportion, but if he hadn’t been

there and he hadn’t acted, then who knows
what would have happened.”
The Lifesaving Awards Certificate of
Merit is one of the highest awards given
by the American Red Cross and is awarded
yearly to an individual who is lifeguard
certified and uses skills and knowledge
learned in a Red Cross Training Services
course while off-duty.
“We’re extremely proud of Shane and
his willingness to put his training into
action,” said Sean Mahoney, Regional
CEO of the American Red Cross
Southern California Region, according
to the Southern California Red Cross
news website. “Shane’s quick response and
immediate action in a time of need truly
embodies the spirit and mission of the Red
Cross.”
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Harding freshmen
travel by unicycle
BEN LANE
news editor
Freshmen are riding unicycles across
campus and making friends through the
activity in the process.
Freshman Eli Roberts learned to ride
a unicycle during Thanksgiving break last
year — his senior year of high school.
Roberts’ grandparents, who came to his
hometown of Chattanooga, Tennessee,
over the break, each bet him $20 that he
would not be able to learn unicycling while
they were in town. Roberts said he learned
to ride in one day.
Roberts now rides his unicycle to and
from class. Most of the reactions Roberts
receives when riding his unicycle are
students recording him with their phones,
and he has also had Yik Yak posts focusing
on him.
“They’ll be like, ‘Woah, who still rides a
unicycle?’” Roberts said.
Roberts doesn’t want unicycling to be
the only facet of his personality known
within Harding’s student body. Sometimes,
he will walk to class so as not to draw
attention to himself.
“At the end of the day, it’s just a means
of transportation,” Roberts said, But I think
it’s a little bit of a cooler way to get around.

You’ve got the skateboarders, the bicyclists
and the unicycle.”
Roberts said his inspiration for learning
to ride came from his father. His father
did not have a car in college, so he used a
unicycle for transportation.
Unicycling has made connections for
Roberts. He has met multiple friends
through the activity on and outside of
campus as they often want to attempt to
ride, Roberts said.
“It’s a fun thing to do,” Roberts said.
“It makes getting to class more fun, more
creative and you get to meet people.”
The most challenging part of riding a
unicycle across campus is balancing with
a backpack and trying to not hit people
because they “walk right in front of you,”
Roberts said.
Freshman Gray Lusk also rides
unicycles on campus. Lusk and Roberts
met through unicycling after Roberts saw
Lusk riding a unicycle and approached him
in the Armstrong Hall lobby.
Lusk said he began riding unicycles
after he had a dream involving unicycles
when he was 10 years old. The unicycle
Lusk’s father bought him was initially too
large, so Lusk put it in storage for a year
until he was tall enough to ride.
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Freshman Gray Lusk rides his unicycle by the front lawn on Sept. 16.
Lusk has now been riding for over
seven years, and he rides his unicycle to
class, which has helped him become more
social and less introverted, he said. People
remember the unicycle and remember him
by association, Lusk said.
“People just like it,” Lusk said. “It’s an
automatic conversation starter, and people
think it’s easy to talk to me when I’m on a
unicycle.”
Neither Lusk nor Roberts lock their
unicycles on the bike racks because they
believe no one has the ability to ride or
desire to steal them.

“I feel like most people have respect for
the unicycle,” Lusk said.
Freshman Mason Mallory, who met
Lusk at Bison Bound, has been learning to
ride a unicycle from Lusk.
“The hardest part [of learning to
unicycle] is figuring out how to pedal at
the right speed,” Mallory said.
Improper pedaling can cause cyclists
to lose their balance. The furthest Mallory
has ridden a unicycle is from the front of
Armstrong to the first picnic table outside
of Armstrong.

Harding alumna at
Christian Chronicle

Audrey Jackson visits ICU unit in Catacanus, Honduras

SOPHIE ROSSITTO
community editor
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Alumna Audrey Jackson and Erik Tryggestad, president and CEO of the Christian Chronicle prepare to enter the COVID-19 ward at Hospital Regional
San Francisco in Juticalpa, Honduras, on Aug. 26, 2021.
SOPHIE ROSSITTO
community editor
Throughout her journey as a
photographer and journalist, Harding
alumna Audrey Jackson has viewed
challenges as opportunities to hone her
skills and move closer to reaching her goals.
“I think one thing I’ve always known
is every new experience is just a learning
opportunity,” Jackson said.
The 2021 Harding graduate carried
this mentality with her when she started
a job in early August as associate editor
for The Christian Chronicle. The news
organization is based in Oklahoma City
and affiliated with the Churches of Christ,
the publication’s website said.
Jackson said her work at The
Christian Chronicle has included taking
photographs, writing and editing stories

and traveling to various locations. She
recently accompanied the organization’s
president and CEO, Erik Tryggestad, to
Catacamas, Honduras, where she reported
on the work of a U.S. surgical team at
the Good Samaritan Medical Center.
Jackson said she and her boss also visited
a COVID-19 unit in Juticalpa, Honduras.
Upon entering the building, the pair
immediately found themselves in the heart
of the ICU unit. Jackson said she tried to
focus on documenting the scene in the
midst of noisy machines and oxygen masks,
as well as people struggling to breathe.
“I had to clear my head and remind
myself how to take photos because it’s
just so shocking when you first walk in,”
Jackson said.
The journalist said the Honduras trip
taught her the importance of working with
people and forming relationships, as well as

learning to separate her personal feelings
about a situation from the job she needed
to do.
Jackson said she originally came to
Harding as an art major, but switched to
print journalism after taking a photography
class taught by Jeff Montgomery —
director of photo services for University
Marketing and Communications — who
became a mentor for Jackson while she
was a student. Jackson gained experience
by working for Student Publications at
Harding and served as head photographer
for The Bison during her senior year.
Montgomery said he enjoyed watching
Jackson cultivate her talent for photography
through hard work and hands-on
experience at Harding.
“One of the things I like about Audrey
is she has a real vision for what she wants,
and that just got stronger the longer she

went in school,” Montgomery said.
The Christian Chronicle’s editor-inchief Bobby Ross Jr. also said he liked
Jackson’s strong photography skills. Ross
added that Jackson had gotten solid
training in her field at Harding University.
Jackson said she is coming to Harding
during the week of Lectureship. She plans
to take photos of The Christian Chronicleled panel about the post-pandemic church
on Tuesday, Sept. 28. Jackson said she
looks forward to visiting Montgomery and
speaking to his beginner photography class
about her trip to Honduras.
“For me, that’s kind of fun because that
class is where it all started for me and how
I ended up in journalism to begin with,”
Jackson said. “So the first time back to
Harding since graduating, I’m going to
be speaking to the class where I found my
passion.”
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Delta Nu accepts 11 new jumps

Women’s social club Delta Nu created a
social media campaign encouraging those who
have been considering “jumping” social clubs
to join Delta Nu and wound up acquiring
11 jumps this semester.
As the search for the right club to join
presses on throughout this semester, many
students wonder if they are making the
right decision when it comes to which club
to choose. However, this decision not only
weighs on the minds of those wishing to
be in a club, but also those who are in clubs
that no longer feel like home to them. The
prospect of jumping — the process of leaving
one social club to join another — is often
an overwhelming decision full of many
uncertainties, so Delta Nu decided to try to
make the decision less daunting.
Senior Maddy Hall, president of Delta
Nu, said the most appealing aspect of
joining Delta Nu at the moment is their
determination to create a club environment
where people can feel free to do whatever
they want.
“My big thing this semester … has been
to tell people that this club is what you make
it,” Hall said. “I think a lot of people have
funny ideas or quirky things that they throw
around, but what if you just did everything
that you wanted to do? What if everything

you wanted out of a club you just made
happen and then that club existed?”
Junior Karli Fisher, Delta Nu’s vice president,
said one of the many reasons they decided to
advertise the club to potential jumps was to
encourage those who may have been more
hesitant or afraid.
“We started thinking about the people we
know who weren’t entirely happy with their
club or people … who talked about wanting
to jump to, specifically, Delta Nu, and they
just didn’t because it was a scary, kind of
intimidating process,” Fisher said. “We did
it because we were like, ‘People wanna do it.
We’ve just got to encourage them.’”
Junior Katie Branson, a member of Delta
Nu, emphasized the safe space created by
their club’s unique environment.
“Something that somebody told me one
time is that Delta Nu is the club for girls
that were almost anti-club, and I think
that’s actually very true,” Branson said. “We
recognize [that] we have this group of women,
[and] we can make it anything that we want.
One of our main focuses is making it a safe
space for people because there are a lot of
people on this campus that are isolated and
ostracized for a multitude of reasons, and
so I think something that we’ve tried to
encompass not just saying, ‘You are loved
[and] you are worthy,’ but actually living it
out and providing a space where people can
come and be themselves.”
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Women’s social club Ju Go Ju participates in Nooma’s club week class in the Nooma yoga studio on Sept. 20. All women’s clubs were invited to participate in a free class this past week.

Nooma hosts women’s social clubs for free yoga sessions
MADISON MEYER
head photographer

Nooma, a yoga studio in Searcy, hosted its
own version of Club Week this week, Sept.
20-23. Each of the women’s social clubs
were invited to participate in a free class
specifically picked for each club.
Nooma instructor and Harding alumna
Allie Brown pitched the idea for the club week
classes and was in charge of organizing the
week-long activity and contacting the clubs.
“This is a place you can come and just have
a good time with the people that you love,”
Brown said. “That was really the mission
behind it.”

Nooma’s club week classes took place
between the second and third club mixer
weeks. While the event was only open to
current club members, the Nooma instructors
are considering hosting another event in the
near future for freshmen members who will
be joining in the coming weeks.
“So it’s like ‘Mixer 2.5’ for all the clubs
but something for the members to get to
enjoy,” Brown said.
Senior Abby Shoemaker is an instructor
at Nooma and taught some of the club
week classes.
“I have been in [women’s social club] Ju
Go Ju since freshman year, and I’ve always
loved clubs,” Shoemaker said. “Whenever

Allie came to me with the idea, I thought it
was a great idea because it would bring my
love for two things together.”
The classes were limited to 50 people.
Several of the classes were nearly full at the
beginning of the week.
“The turnouts have been better than I
expected, but like I said, we’re maxing out
classes and that’s always the goal, and I think
people are having a lot of fun,” Brown said.
The club week classes were free to club
members to attend and provided an opportunity
to try out Nooma classes. Memberships were
available for anyone who loved the experience.
“I just want to encourage people if they
have been on the fence about wanting to

try Nooma and get involved in it,” Nooma
instructor and senior Maygan Paul said. “If
they’re intimidated or they just don’t know
where to start or how, I just want to encourage
them to take this opportunity because this
place has changed my life spiritually, mentally,
emotionally, physically. I want everyone to
be able to experience that.”
Regardless of club involvement, Nooma
is open to and welcomes everyone.
“So no matter who you are, what club you’re
in, it doesn’t matter,” Brown said. “There’s no
stereotype, and that’s something we’re about.
Nooma is for everyone. It’s a place for you
to come and be you.”

Finding community through fantasy football

HAYLEY KATE WEBB
student writer

The 2021 National Football League
(NFL) season kicked off on Thursday, Sept.
9, as the Tampa Bay Buccaneers hosted the
Dallas Cowboys. With the start of a new
professional football season comes the start
of fantasy football competitions for millions
of fans worldwide. Here on the Harding
University campus, professors and students
alike use fantasy football as a means to foster
relationships.
“Fantasy football is the perfect community
builder,” senior Parker Finton said. “I’ve come
to find out that anything sports related brings
people together more than most anything
else. Fantasy football is a great way to hang
out, have fun and compete with some prizes
and punishments on the line.”
Finton is part of a 12-person fantasy
football league with members from men’s
social club TNT. Finton said the winner gets
to keep a TNT fantasy league helmet for the
year and the loser is punished by having to
take the ACT.
Senior and TNT member Austin Alexander
said the biggest motivation during fantasy
football is not the prizes and punishments.

Instead, the participants are highly motivated
by the bragging rights that come from defeating
their counterparts in friendly competition.
“Fantasy football is just better with friends
because of the smack talk and bragging rights,”
Alexander said. “Doing leagues with your
friends is a must. There is more camaraderie.”
Harding faculty members also utilize
fantasy football as a way to connect with
family and friends. Jon Wood, assistant
professor and director of the Waldron Center
for Entrepreneurship and Family Business,
said he participates in a fantasy football
league alongside his son, daughter and other
Harding students.
“I look forward to fantasy football every
year because it gives me an opportunity to
engage and bond with family and friends,”
Wood said. “It is an excuse for my children
and I to talk every week and for me to get to
know their friends better. I love it.”
Although the official start date for fantasy
football has passed, it is not too late to get
involved in this competitive community
building activity. Individuals interested in
participating in a fantasy football league with
their friends, family or fellow club members
can start or join a league for free on the NFL’s
fantasy football website.
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